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SOME 


OBSERVATIONS 


UPON 


Setting the Ass 12 of BR EAD. 


Y the tables of the aſſize and price of 
B bread made of wheat, enacted by 31 

Geo. II. c. 29. (which act repeals 
all former laws relating to the aſſize of 
bread) when the medium price for the 
buſhel of wheat, Winchefter meaſure, with 
allowance for baking included, is fixed by 
the magiſtrates at five ſhillings and nine- 
pence ; then 


B The 


La] 


Ib. oz. dr. 

The twelve-penny loaf wheaten | 7 14 0 
is to weigh | | 

Ditto houſhold 10 11 2 


And by another table (wheat being at the 
ſame price of five ſhillings and nine-pence 
a buſhel) the * bread is ſet as fol- 


lows, viz. 


The half peck loaf wheaten at 13d. 
Ditto houſhold — 1319 


n 


By the ſame tables, when the price of 
the buſhel of wheat and baking is ſet by 
the magiſtrate at even ſhillings, then 


S. oz. dr. 
The twelve-penny loaf wheaten 3 
. is to weigh 5 4 
Ditto houſhold 6/24 x 
And the half peck loaf wheaten is 
Is. 4d. 
_ prized at 


Ditto houſhold {+ . e 
N. B. 


[34 


N. B. The half peck loaf, 
whether wheaten or houſhold, þ 8 11 oO 
is to weigh when well baked - 


The reaſon for giving theſe extracts of 
the different weight and price of bread, 
when wheat is at five ſhillings and nine- 
pence, and when it is at ſeven ſhillings a 
buſhel, as likewiſe of the weight of the half 
peck loaf, will appear hereafter ; only it 
may be obſerved here, that the difference 
in weight, in the table of the aſſize of 
bread, according to the alteration of the 
price of wheat at market, bears an exact 
proportion to the difference in price in the 
table of prized bread ; that is, whichever 
table you make uſe of, you have the ſame 
number of ounces of bread for the like 
ſum of money: for by the table of aſſized 
bread (where the weight varies) the 
wheaten loaves are always three-fourths of 


B 2 the 


[ 4 ] 


the weight of the houſhold loaves, which 
conſequently weigh one-third more ; and 
by the table of prized bread (where the 
price varies) the prices of the houſhold 
loaves are always three-fourths of the pri- 
ces of the wheaten loaves, and of courſe 


the wheaten, one-third dearer than the 
houſhold. 


The act further directs the aflize to be 
regulated by the price the grain, meal, or 
flour, bears in the market in or near the 
place where ſuch aſſize ſhall be ſet, ma- 
king reaſonable allowance to the makers of 
bread for ſale, for their charges, labour, 
and profit ; and where an aſſize ſhall be ſet, 
the bread to be made of wheat is reſtricted 
to two ſorts only, viz. wheaten and houſe- 
hold ; the former to be fairly mark'd on 
every loaf with a large roman W: and 
the latter, or brown bread, with a large 

roman 


BW 


roman H; in order to aſcertain under 
what denomination it was made and ought 
to be weighed. 


Bread made from meal, or flour of vari- 
ous other kinds of grain, 1s likewiſe by the 
ſaid act ſubjected todivers regulations, which 
tis needleſs here to mention, as it is not 
propoſed to take notice of any other ſort of 
bread than that made of wheat only, con- 
cerning which, 


It is by the ſaid act further provided, 
That no bread of an inferior quality to 


wheaten ſhall be fold at @ higher price than 
Bouſbold bread is fet at. 


Upon theſe extracts ſome obſervations will 
be made, after premiſing the following facts. 


In a certain borough-town in Wiltſhire, 
where is a very conſiderable corn- market, 


the 


6 3 


the medium price of wheat at market the 
-ighteenth of this inſtant October was four- 
teen pounds per load, thatis, ſeven ſhillings 
a buſhel. —The magiſtrates in this town, as 
in many other places, have never ſet the 
aſſize of bread, but the price hath been 
conſtantly regulated by the bakers them- 
ſelves, according to the price of wheat at the 
| market; and the loaves expoſed to ſale paſs 
under the denomination of pecks, half 
pecks, and quarters; and not under that of 
two ſhillings, twelve-penny, or ſix- penny 
loaves, as is the practice in moſt places 
where the aſlize is ſet ; in other words, the 
weight hath always continued fixed, the 
price only hath been varied by the bakers - 
from time to time, according to the differ- 
ent price of wheat at market. 


However, upon the univerſal clamour and 
tumult raiſed throughout the kingdom, 


chiefly 


(= 26-1 


chiefly among the poor (the vagrant, the 
idle, the diſſolute, not the induſtrious 
poor) and either through ignorance, oſten- 
tation, falſe popularity, or ſome worſe 
motive, ſo fatally countenanced, in the 
beginning, by perſons of every rank, —re- 
ſpecting the high price of proviſions and a 
deficiency in weight and goodneſs in the 
bakers bread; — the magiſtrates of this 
borough very properly interpoſed, and as 
the likelieſt method of redreſſing the 
grievance (among other regulations) reſolved 


for the future to ſet the aſſize of bread. 


It is to be remarked, that at the very 
time when the medium price of wheat at 
the market was ſeven ſhillings a buſhel, 
the bakers in this town delivered a loat of 
eight pounds weight, {called by them 
a gallon) at one ſhilling ; and upon inquiry 
it hath been found to be their uſual practice 
b * 


11 


to ſell ſuch loaf, (improperly called a gal- 
lon) at the ſame price, or nearly the ſame 
price that the gallon of wheat coſt in the 
market, and in like manner Zheir peck and. 
quartern ? Thus, when the beſt wheat yields 
ſixteen pounds per load, or eight ſhillings 
a buſhel in the market, the price demanded 
for their gallon loaf is one ſhilling, or per- 
haps twelve-pence-halfpenny. 
| / 

Tho' there was too much ground for 
complaint of a deficiency in weight, and in 
ſome inſtances the gallon loaf was found to 
want ſeveral ounces of the eight pounds 
weight introduced at firſt by the bakers, 
and continued by cuſtom in this town as 
the weight of their gallon loaf, yet was the 
evil by no means common : it affected one 
or two only of the trade; the bread: in 
general held its weight of eight pounds, 
nor was it remarkably deficient in quality ; 


for 


191 
for it muſt be further obſerved, that, in 
this town, only one ſort of bread is made ; 
the rich and the poor in that reſpect faring 
all alike ; which regulation, if it deſerves 
the name, took place on a complaint of the 
poor, (whether well founded or otherwiſe, 
it is not material to enquire,) that the 
coarſer fortof bread, called houſhold bread, 
formerly made, tho ſold at a leſs price; 
did not afford the nouriſhment, nor was in 


the end fo cheap even to them, as the 
other. 


A reſolution to ſet the aſſize of bread, as 
an effectual expedient to prevent the worſt 
of frauds, could not but give general fatis- 
faction: Upon more mature reflection, 
however, ſeveral difficulties occurred, which 
had not been thought of before; and, upon 
the whole, it was at length determined to 


drop the further proſecution of that ſeheme, 
at leaſt for the preſent. 


C VVV 


apy 


It was obſerved,” that the cuſtom of 
ſelling bread by the peck, | half-peck, and 
quartern loaves, as it had been long eſtab- 
liſhed, and was well underſtood by the 
people, was certainly to be preferred, not 
only on that account, but as more ſimple, 
and leſs likely to perplex, than the new 
denomination propoſed, of twelye-penny, 
ſix-penny lpaves, &c.— That an advance 
in the price had generally given / an in- 
ſtant alarm, and by putting every one 
upon ſcrutinizing into the occaſion, way 
in ſome ſort a continual check upon the | 
baker, and had in fact been found to 
keep the price of bread within the bounds 
of moderation; whereas a diminution in 
weight might eaſily paſs unobſerved, or 
even when diſcovered would by no means 
make ſo ſenſible an impreflion ; as was 
inſtanced in the caſe of taxes upon the ne- 
geſſaries of life, which, though in many in- 
ſtances exorbitant, and ſuch as, in the leaſt, 

. would 


1 


would occaſion perpetual murmurs, (if ſe- 
parately demanded) yet being added to, and 
ſunk as it were in, the price of the com- 
modity, was paid in the general without 
reluctance, or even reflection. — That the 
additional proviſions and regulations, en- 
acted by the act of the third of his preſent 
majeſty, c. 2. had tendered the fixing 
the aſſize leſs neceſſary than ever, by ſub- 
jecting the prized bread, in caſe of any 
deficieney or adulteration, to penalties 
equally ſevere, as eaſily recoverable, and 
as effectual, as where the aſſize was ſet. 


But the greateſt objection was the dif- 
ficulty of ſetting the aſſize, ſo as neither 
to lay a freſh burthen on the people; nor 
afford a plauſible pretence, at leaſt, for 
charging the magiſtrate with partiality. _ 


The medium 3 at market 
was, as before obſerved, ſeven ſhillings a 


C 2 buſhel; 


— 


( ©) 


| buſhel; and as to the allowance for bake- 


ing, that, in the inſtances given by the 
act, by way of explanation of the tables, 
when wheat is at or above five ſhillings a 


| buſhel, is ſet at one ſhilling and fix-pence 


a buſhel; which added, as the act directs 
it ſhould, to the price of the wheat, would 
make the whole equal to eight ſhillings 


and fix pence a buſhel. But the tables 


being framed with a view to the, Win- 
cheſter buſhel of eight gallons, ood the 
buſhel uſed in this particular market con- 


taining nine gallons, (a trick in trade, by 
the way, of very pernicious conſequence, 


and which calls aloud for redreſs, if, after 


all the fruitleſs attempts hitherto made 


by the legiſlature to prevent ſo great an 
abuſe, any effectual remedy can yet be ap- | 
plied * ; and the magiſtrate being left at 

liberty 


Tube bad effeds of allowing different weights and 
meaſures in the ſalèe of the fame commodity, are every 
| where 


2 
1 
liberty to allow for baking according to 
his diſcretion, ſuppoſing, for argument- 
ſake, the price of wheat and baking ſet 
at ſeven ſhillings the buſhel, and the aſ- 
ſize appointed accordingly; what would 
have been the conſequence? Why, tak- 
ing it by the aſſize table, as above ex- 
tracted, the twelve - penny loaf wheaten 
would have been leſs in weight by one 
pound ſeven ounces two drachms; and 


in a like proportion for the eighteen- penny 


where felt, and have been long complained of; but with 
regard to grain, this is not the whole of the grievance; 
for the variation from the ſtandard of Wincheſter, that 
prevails by cuſtom in different markets, though an evils 
may yet with a ſmall degree of attention be reQified,— 
But what ſhall we ſay to a variation in meaſure, equal, in 
ſome inſtances, to a gallon in the buſhel, and in others 
leſs, in the ſame market, from the particular ſtandard 
there in uſe; which yet is no unfrequent practice, where 
farmers ſell by a buſhel of their own at a price propor- 
tioned ?—What an inlet is here to fraud and deception, 
- eſpecially in the article of ſetting the aſſize, and — 
ing the price of bread ? 


and 


1 4 1 

and ſix- penny loaves than what it appears 
bread was at that time ſold for in this 
particular town: : Or taking it by the 
prized table — for the half-peck loaf 
wheaten of the full weight of eight pounds 
eleven ounces, the baker would have been 
entitled to fixteen-pence, inſtead of thir- 
teen- pence farthing; which, ſuppoſing 
the half-peck loaf to be of the full weight 
as above, is in exact proportion / to the 
one ſhilling he was contented with for the 
loaf of eight pounds weight, as before 

related. 2 


What courfe then was the magiſtrate 
to purſue in this caſe ? —The moſt obvious 
that occurred, was, without perplexing 
himſelf with needleſs calculations, at once 
to take for his guide the price actually 
fixed by the bakers themſelves ;. and, with- 
out more * ado, to eſtabliſh the price of 
bread and baking at five ſhillings and nine- 
LEES pence 


113 


pence a buſhel ; and then the aſſized bread, 
according to the rates eſtabliſhed by the 
tables, would have been nearly the ſame 
(that is, within two ounces) of taking 
weight for price, as the prized bread was 
before, when the gallon loaf, or eight 
pounds of bread, was actually ſold for one 
ſhilling. | | 

But to think of fixing the price of wheat 
and baking at five ſhillings and nine-pence 
a buſhel, when it actually fold at ſeven 
ſhillings in the market, ſeemed too pre- 
. poſterous for the magiſtrate to attempt, 
and was, indeed, ſo out of all proportion 
to the then value of wheat at market, 
that no variation in the meaſure, no in- 
accuracy in fixing the medium, no reduc- 
tion of the profit allowed for baking, 
or any other circumſtance ſpecified in the 
act as a rule to the magiſtrate, could ac- 
count for or correct. 1 
To 


To what other cauſe, then, could ſo 
great a diſproportion be owing ? 


The act (as before obſerved) mentions 
but two ſorts of bread made of wheat, 
viz. wheaten and houſhold; and it ſup- 
poſes the wheaten to be well made, of 
the fineſt flour from the wheat, accord- 
ing to the true market price, without col- 
luſion or adulteration of any kind: /an im- 
poſition or deficiency, therefore, in either 
of theſe reſpects, ought of courſe to reduce 
the price of bread; and this remark may 
perhaps, in ſome degree, help to throw 
light upon the ſubject, though it will by 
no means ſolve the difficulty, or account 
fox the wide difference between thirteen+ 
pence farthing and ſixteen- pence for the 
fame weight of bread, at the ſame inſtant 
of time. Tis worth obſerving, however, 
that the aſſize- price fixed by the tables 
zo the boufpold bread, taking the price of 

| bread 


199 1 


bread and bakin g at ſeyen ſhillings the 
buſhel, comes pretty near the mark : but 
neither will this avail to remove the ob- | 
jeQion; for the bread i in queſtion, tho' per- 
haps of an inferior quality to the wheaten 
as intended by the act (which ſtandard of 

purity, tis to be feared, no bakers bread 
in the kingdom fully comes up. to) was yet 
ſo far ſuperior in every quality to what is 
generally underſtood by houſhold bread, as 
the trifling denomination of eleven ounces 
only in the weight, could never be ſuppoſed 
to reduce to a parity in price. 


* 


In ͤa word, the more the ſubject was 
conſidered, the more apparent it became 
there muſt be a defect ſomewhere ;. how to 
fix it was the difficulty. 


The baker, acquainted with the N 
myſtery of the trade, by a number of ſecret 
arts might impoſe an inferior ſort of, bread 
Inſtead of wheaten; FY the magiſtrate, thro! 


Ws D miſin- 


| 1 
Aulänker mation, ertonecus eilculatfon, or 
Inatterition, might ſet the afſize too high ; 
or perhaps there might be ſome defect in the 
tables, and an undue advantage given to the 
baker by the law itſelf The two former 
ſuppolitions have been hinted at before, 
and will be enlarged upon hereafter ; with 
regard to the latter, it may be thought, 
perhaps, by ſome, ſcarce decent to_ touch 
upon it at all; and yet in a matter 'of ſuch 
conſequence, nothing that can tend to give 
an infight to the ſubject, or Clear the 
_ ought to be omitted. 984 


88 may "be bed then, that by the 
afſize table eſtabliſhed by the act of 8 Ann. 
11. c. 18. when the price of wheat and ba- 
king is at five ſhillings and ninepence a 
Z don £1 not ot iT 


. 0E. 4. 

The once ge loaf wheaten FIST Ye 
is to weigh * 91 : 
And the houſhold ditto 12 1 7 


1 0 1 


And aher the n gr ſeyen en: - 
Habu. 


| 5 *. +. 

The tals on loaf * | 
is to weigh _ | | wa 7 5 
And the houſhold ditto y 9 14 


A prodigious variation from the tables 
now in uſe! equal to nine - pence a buſhet 
in the price of wheat when at five-thillings 
and nine-pence per buſhel; and to twelve 
pence, when at ſeven ſhillings. For when 
at fix ſhillings and fix-pence à buſhel,” the 
twelve-penny loaf wheaten is by the ſtatute 
of Queen Ann to weigh eight pounds five 
drams, which i is but two ounces and five 
drams more than the weight of the ſame 
loaf by the preſent tables, when wheat is 
at fiye ſhillings. and nine-pence a buſhel; 
and when wheat is at eight ſhillings a 
buſhel, the weight of the twelve penny 
loaf il K* the ſame as by the act of the 

D 2 ziſt 


(& ] 
51ſt of his late Majeſty it is ſet, when 
wheat is at ſeven ſhillings a buſhel ;. and a 


I # »# 


difference in nearly the ſame proportion 
ſeems to prevail throughout the two tables, 
both as 0 the wheaten and the We 
bread. | QOTTD - 2; 


This, at firſt ſight,. may ſeem to reach 
the difficulty ; but as it muſt be preſumed 
the alteration in the later tables did not take 
place, without very ſubſtantial reaſons ; 
the deſect, notwithſtanding, may till lie 
ſomewhere! elſe, — Shall we ſeek for it 
then, as above hinted, in the conduct of 
the magiſtrate, who, in ſetting the aſſize, 
may not poſſibly employ all the requiſite cir- 
cumſpeCtion 1 in fo weighty an affair 75 8 | 


By the before mentioned act of 31 Gro. 
11. magiſtrates, in ſetting the aſſize and 
fixing the price of bread, are to have 


reſpect to the price which the grain, meal, 
or flour, hall bear in the market, [the 


won 


price 
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price being taken at a medium, the buſhel 
reduced to the ſtandard of Wincheſter] al- 
lowance being made to the baker for 


baking ; ; but if the outcry againſt millers 
and bakers for improper mixtures and adul- 
teration be well founded, conſiderations of 


that kind, as well as of the lawful ſecrets 
of the trade, and the profit therefrom re- 


ſulting, ſhould in ſome ſort be preſent to 
the magiſtrate, and. perhaps in ſome de- 


gree influence his determination in ſerting 
the aſſize: for tho all theſe offences are | 
pointed out, and ſevere penalties inflicted 
by the act upon conviction; yet the de- 
tection is often difficult, and when proved, 
makes no amends to the public, for having 
had an adulterate ſort of bread impoſed 
upon them at the price of wheaten, under 
the ſanction of the magiſtrate. 


Here a fruitful ſource of fraud and error 
preſents itſelf; ſufficient almoſt, alone, to 


„5 ſolve 


5 22 1 
ſolve the difficulty, without taking i into the 
account the reaſonable profit to be allowed 
the baker by the magiſtrate i in appointing 
the aſſize, and which the act (by way of 
illuſtration, not of direction) caſually as it 
were ſet at one ſhilling and fix-pence the 
buſhel, when wheat 1 is above five ſhillings, 
agreeably to the act of 8 Ann. which for 
the. ſame purpoſe. ſpecifies the fame ſum ; ; 
and an enormous ſum it is, conſidered as 
the price of labour only, in which light 
perhaps the trade ought to be conlidered.; . 
ſince to the making of the beſt bread, lie- 


tle eu 18 required, * as the ſuperior excel 


= - - * 


may convince every 13 in the Liteon 
that have. an opportunity of making the 
| compariſon ; and will leflen our ſurprize 
at the fortunes ſome bakers (in large cities 


* The art or myſtery of baking, nevertheleſs, is one 
of thoſe which by the 5 Eliz. c. 4. . 31. no man is allo w- 
ed to exerciſe without having ſerved a regular * 


ſhip of ſeven years. 
| eſpecially) 


t 31 
eſpecially) from the loweſt beginnings, 


have, in the courſe of a few 1 been 
able to raiſe. 


oe”; 4 it muſt not be omitted, that 
beſides the rules already laid down, and in 
order to aſcertain the price the reſpective 
forts of meal and flour ſhould be eſteemed 
to bear in proportion to the price of wheat, 

and that it may always be known if the 
| baker hath more or leſs than the proper 
allowance, magiftrates and juſtices ** are 
© to take notice that the peck loaf of 
« each fott of bread is to weigh, when 
c yell baken, ſeventeen pounds fix ounces 


« Avoirdupois, and the reſt in proportion; 
“ and that every ſack of meal or flour is 
% to weigh two hundred two quarters 
„ weight; and that from every fack of 
% meal or flour, there ought to be produ- 
« ced on the average twenty ſuch peck 
© loaves of bread.” 


How 


[4] 
Haw far theſe directions (which ſeem to 
be added by way of check or caution) are 
obſerved by the magiſtrate, or whether, in 
ſetting the afſize, any conſideration is had 
of the ſecret arts which, tis to be feared, 
many of the mealmen and bakers practiſe, 
by lowering the commodity for their own 
emolument ; or whether the magiſtrate is 
at liberty ſo far to deviate from the expreſs 
rules laid down in the act, as to ſuffer any 
conſiderations of this ſort to influence his 
determination; will not now be enquired 
into; but it may not be amiſs to tranſcribe 
a paragraph from the London Evening Poſt, 
from Tueſday October 21, to Thurſday 
October 23, 1766, whereby it appears, 
that by the aſſize of bread, as appointed 
by the lord mayor and court of aldermen, 
the half peck loaf wheaten was prized at 
fifteen pence half-penny, and the half peck 
loaf houſhold at eleven pence half-penny , 
and by the return of the ſale of wheat and 


flour 


L 25 } 


| flour at .the corn market at Bear Key the 
preceding Monday (from which return the 
aſſize Was ſet) ĩt appears, that the higheſt 
price of wheat and flour was fifty-two ſhil- 
lings per quarter, and the loweſt forty-nine 
ſhillings per quarter. The medium price, 
then, may | be ſet at fix ſhillings and three- 
Pence | the buſhel ; ; upon, which ſuppoſition 
ſixpence 3 a buſhel was allowed for baking; 
for the price ſet by the aſſize is the fame as 
is fixed by the tables, when the price of 
the buſhel of wheat and baking i is ſet at 
fix ſhillings and nine-pence. And yet it 
appears by the facts above ſtated, that in 
the town where no aflize was ſet, a Toaf of 
eight pounds weight was ſold for one ſhil- 
ling, that 1 is, in the proportion of thirteen 
pence farthing for the half peck loaf accord- 
ing to the ſtatute; though the medium 
price of A buſhel of wheat at that market 
the preceding Saturday was ſeven ſhil- 
lings, 3 which advance in the market had 

E raiſed 


* 1 
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tlie the orice, as before Gerben, to c one 
ſhilling ; for the ſame ſort of loaf on "the 
Friday precedinj 8 was delivered = at t eleven- 
| pence Kader. Fe | 


=. remains, n „ to be confidered, 
whether appointing the aſſize of bread, 
where that method prevails, does i in reality, 
or probably will, ſuppoſing the experiment 
to be tried in other places, be found to 
improve the quality in proportion to 
the apparently additional price : this, tis 
preſumed, there is great reaſon to quel- 
tion; in regard at leaſt to places where the 
aſſize hath never yet been appointed, one 
might almoſt venture to determine abſo- 
lutely in the negative, not only upon the 
principle that long continued cuſtom, like 
all inveterate habits, can only by long per- 
ſeverance, and with great difficulty, if 
ever, be entirely ſurmounted but alſo 
pon * further principle (a principle 
maintained 


[a] 


maintained by men of the beſt ſenſe in 
their en upon this ſubject, though 


upon acl. in n+ inftances, inevitably 
raiſe the price of the commodity at mar- 
ket, And here it might be aſked, Have 
any of the meaſures ſo recently taken, in 
the narrow ſpirit of Edward VI. s times, 
to enforce his laws againſt foreſtallers, re- 
grators, and ingroſſers, had the deſired ef- 
fect 2 Has the price of grain, or butchers 
meat, or proviſions of any kind been re- 
duced, by the reverberated echo of the 
yoice of authority, that fills every news- 
paper? Or rather, have not all the neceſ- 
ſaries of life advanced in price, and are 
ſtill . advancing, notwithſtanding all the 
menaces that have been uſed, and the 
outrages that haye been committed, in de- 
fiance of all law, and to the diſgrace of 
civil government ; beſides the ſalutary ſteps 
taken by the adminiſtration in prohibiting 

E 2 the 
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we exportation, putting a np to the if” 
tilling of wheat, and allowing a free im 
portation from Ireland Are the laws in 
queſtion now” practicable, even allowing 
them to be in force, and not ſuperſeded 
by later laws ?—Would® not the rigorous 
enforcement of them introduce the utmoſt 
confuſion, and even produce, nay has not 
the mere apprehenſion of it, mixed with 
the dread of open violence from a delu- 
ded, enraged mob, already produced in 
ſome degree a temporary, at leaſt a local 
famine; eſpecially in ſome of our large ci- 
ties? To what end, in ſhort, have theſe 
things tended, but to render the preſent | 
fearcity (which the providence of God, | 
in a pretty general failure of the harveſt, 
with other concurring circumſtances, hath 
made inevitable) ſtill more calamitous, by 
enflaming the paſſions, and adminiftring 
to the diſcontent of the deluded people, 
who feel, indeed, that the labour of a 

6 6 week 
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week affords but a poor ſubſiſtence, far 


ſhort of what they have been accuſtomed 
to (though greatly ſuperior to what the 
poor in other countries eat with chearful- 
neſs) But they are ignorant of the cauſe; 
they know not that an extenſive commerce 
like ours, neceffarily raiſes the price of 
every commodity that an increaſe and 
diffuſion of riches lefſens the value of 
money, at the very inſtant that, by extend- 
ing and promoting luxury among people of 
every rank, even the loweſt, (among them- 
ſelves, for inſtance, along with the reſt to 
a ſhameful degree) it contributes alſo to 
encreaſe the demand, and of courſe to raiſe 
the price of every thing at market ; be- 


fides other circumſtances that might be 


enumerated; from whence conclufions 


might be drawn, very different from thoſe 
that have ſo long diſtracted the minds of 
the multitude, and fatally involved fo 
many miſerable wretches in the guilt of 

. felony, 


f 

felony, murder, and perhaps, in ſome in- 
ſtances, high treaſon. But this is ſome- 
what foreign to the preſent purpoſe, and 
requires a more full diſcuſſion. Returning 
therefore to the ſuhject, ls it not to be 
feared, (as before hinted) that when the 
aſſize of bread bath been conſtantly for, 
and that with all due care and circum- 
ſpection, as in London, &c. the myſtery 
of the trade, and the ſecret arts of the : 

baker, haye always in a great mealure, and 
will ever for the moſt part, counteract and 
elude all the ſagacity and vigilance of the 
magiſtrate ?—Thus much we know, that | 
complaints of adulteration are as frequent 
in London as elſewhere; that in one great 
perfection of good bread, the retaining its 
proper moiſture, theirs is remarkably de- 
fective; and that in proportion as any 
bread falls ſhort of the ſtandard required, 
in ſuch a proportion 1s the public injured, 
by ſetting the aſſize. 


To 


ſa) 


4 conclude : : without preſuming to 
determine where the defect lies, whether 
in the law, in the magiſtrate, or in the 
daker, when tis ptobable that all theſe 
together, and each in its turn, may at 
different times and in different places have 
contributed to the evil complained of 
(whether the aflize hath been ſet or not) 
that the bread i in general is not anſwera- 
ble i: in goodnefs to the price demanded,— 
certain it is, the ſubject is of great im- 
portance. The wiſdom of the legiſlature 
hath for many ages been employed in en- 
acting, amending, repealing, and ſtill 
further improving, the laws relating to 


it; at no time, perhaps, within the me- 
| mory of man did it demand the ſerious at- 
tention of every good citizen, of every 
man of humanity, more than at preſent . 
and if any hint here thrown out ſhall con- 
tribute to awaken that attention, or ſug- 


geſt 


f 
geſt to men more intimately acquainted 
with the nature of the trade, or the me- 


| thod generally purſued in ſetting: the aſ- 


ſize, any further improvement or regula- 
tion, the writer's intention will be fully 
anſwered. The ſingular occurrence above- 
ſtated, naturally turned his; thoughts to 
a ſubje& he never had occaſion to reflect 


upon before; and he is perſuaded, that 


whatever good effects attend the / appoint- 
ing the afſize in cities, where all neceſſary 
inquiry and due circumſpection is or may 
be uſed, — the experiment would for the 
moſt part prove fallacious, if extended to 
towns or villages in the country: for in 
order to reap the whole benefit thereby 
intended, befides the utmoſt. Accuracy in 
fixing the aſſize, a conſtant regard is ſup- 
_ poſed, and required by the act, to a va- 
riety of other particulars, both previous 
to che aſſize, and afterwards, The corn 

or 
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ot meal, for inſtance, muſt bę publicly 
and Send fide bought in open market; 

a retutn made by the proper officer of the 

| different prices, upon oath ;—the bread 
muſt be truly made, according to the 
directions there laid down ;— no buying 
by ſample, or other colluſion, whereby 
a falſe price may be intruded and to 
which the farmer, the corn“ factor, the 
mealman, the miller, and the baker, in 
different places, may all contribute: In 
a word, no adulteration, no under-mix- 
ture, or any other fraud, provided againſt 
and puniſhable by the act, muſt be ſup- 
..poſed ; for elſe, the bare fixing a nomi- 
nal price to a certain quantity of bread, 
is nothing, nay worſe than nothing, if 
the quality, after all, be not anfwerable to 
the price. Of the quality and of the 
weight every one will judge, and may de- 
termine; the beſt bredd of the kind, whe- 
| F  _ ther 


[£34] 
er besten or houſhold, wiſl naturally 
draw che moſt cuſtom, eſpecially in ſchall 
towns, where; may! it not reaſonably- be 
preſumed, the ' emulation and oompeti- 
tion always prevailing in trade, ill be 


a more probable ineans of reducing the 
price, than the interpoſition of che ma- 
giſtrate; who being ignorant of the my 
ſtery of the trade both in buying the 
grain, reducing it to meal, and in mak 
ing the bread afterwards, (not to men- 
tion the more ſccret and unjüſtifiable 
arts tod often practiſed,) will, with all 
the care he can employ, too frequently 
find his attempts fruſtrated; and when the 
aſſize is ſet, if through any ! inaccuracy, 
which the utmoſt circumſpection cannot 
always prevent; or by any fraud in the 
trade, which the ſtricteſt vigilance: cannot 

always detect; the bread, whether wheaten 

or houſhold, ſhould be prized too high, 
5 . Or ' 


© 
or fall ſhort of the ſtandard of perfection 
ſuppoſed and required by the tables, the 
failure, on ſuch a ſuppoſition, muſt be of 
more fatal conſequence, as the law itſelf 
would, in that cafe, ſeem to countenance 


and give a ſanction to the iniquitous prac- 
tice of the baker. 


30 Offober, 1766, 
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